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Rural News Bits is a monthly newsletter published by the Partnership for Rural Nebraska. The
objective of the newsletter is to provide timely information to those involved in Nebraska's rural
development efforts.
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Conferences, Meetings and Workshops

NEFU and Loup Basin RC&D To Hold Meeting Featuring Information On
Carbon Credit Program and C-BED Wind Development Model

Ord, NE – Nebraska Farmers Union (NEFU) will be teaming up with the Loup Basin
Resource, Conservation, and Development Center (RC&D) in order to inform farmers
and ranchers about the financial opportunities of Carbon Sequestration and Community
Owned Wind Energy.

The informational meetings will be open to all and will be held at the Valley County Ag
Complex in Ord (801 S Street) in the Loup Basin Technology Center on Monday, July 15th at
9:00 am.

A second session will be held in Broken Bow at 3:00 pm, this workshop will be at the 4-
H building which is located in the Custer County Fairgrounds located on the corner of
NE HWY 2 and 72. (East side of Broken Bow).

The meeting will feature power point presentations about Carbon Sequestration and how



farmers and ranchers can earn additional income by storing carbon through no-till
practices and improved grazing techniques on rangeland and also on the new C-BED
wind energy development model recently approved by the Legislature.

Nebraska Farmers Union is a general farm organization dedicated to protecting and
enhancing the quality of life and economic well-being of family farmers and ranchers,
and their rural communities. The Loup Basin Resource, Conservation, and
Development is a not for profit organization serving nine counties in North Central
Nebraska, working with NRD's, units of government and others in the field of economic
development, wise use of natural resources, and community development.
www.nebraskafarmersunion.org For more information, contact the Loup Basin RC&D office at
(308) 728-3393.

Come learn about state's housing, infrastructure, business development and travel and
tourism services

LINCOLN, NEB. (June 10, 2008—The Nebraska Department of Economic Development (DED)
is hosting its second of three briefings on July 16 in North Platte to provide current information
about key issues affecting the state's development and economy.
The briefing will be held 9 a.m.-1 p.m. CST at the Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD)
offices, 402 E. State Farm Road. Lunch will be provided by NPPD.

DED staff will be on hand to talk about key components involved in the state's economic growth
and development, including business and tourism attraction, existing business retention and
expansion, housing, community development, and entrepreneurship. The briefing is free for all
interested participants.

Register no later than July 11 to ensure an accurate accounting of those who will be joining
NPPD for lunch. Contact Michelle Millsap toll-free at (800) 426-6505, (402) 471-3746 or e-mail
michelle.millsap@nebraska.gov.

Women’s Wilderness Weekend
The Trailblazer RC&D, a non-profit resource development organization, is sponsoring a
weekend getaway designed for women. The workshop is designed primarily for women 21 years
of age or older who want to learn outdoor skills. Educational sessions useful in a variety of
outdoor activities will be presented. Session topics will include golf, overnight campout, water
sports, sailing, navigation basics, kayaking, archery, white bass fishing, river tubing, guided
nature walk, scuba diving, boat tour of lake and dam, outdoor photography, taxidermy, ATV
safety, backyard habitat, self defense, fly fishing, shotgun basics, primitive skills, black powder/
muzzeleloading, basic horticulture, wild turkey hunting, boating basics, iron woman, late night
fishing, 4-wheel Jeeping and Dutch oven cooking.
Participants can pick and choose which of the various sessions they wish to attend. Whether
you’re looking for personal fulfillment or a getaway to combat the stress of everyday life, this
program will provide you a most unique weekend at an affordable cost.

http://www.nebraskafarmersunion.org/


The program will be held August 8-10, 2008, at the South Central 4-H Camp, on the banks of
Harlan County Reservoir near Alma. This weekend program is expected to fill up quickly, so get
your registration in soon. For more information, or to request a copy of the brochure and
registration form, contact the Trailblazer RC&D at (402) 746-3560 or email
jan.harvey@ne.usda.gov.
eBusiness Workshop

e-Commerce is everywhere! It has been a buzz word for several years and continues to be a hot
topic in the business world. With constant advancements in the technology arena, it continues to
evolve and provide new tools for doing business. It’s all about having a website, conducting
business online, communicating with the customers and suppliers, knowing your competition
and being in the global market. It is a tool for moving your business forward in a time of rapid
change.

e-Business - Selling on the Internet is a four week course for businesses who are contemplating
taking their business online. The goal of the course is to give business owners a better
understanding of applying technology to increase profits. Through the four week course topics
covered include - what customers are looking for, what the trends of the e-World are, identifying
who your competition is and what they are doing. The course will help you identify who should
design your site for you, how to determine what URL you should have and how to get one. We
look at the good, bad and what were they thinking in Web site Design, and begin the businesses
to think about e-Marketing - keywords, search engines and how to does one get found.

This 12 hour four week class provided by the University of Nebraska Extension is being held in
Ogallala beginning Tuesday, July 1 at 6:00 p.m. Additional classes will be held Tuesday, July 8,
15 and 22. Sponsors of the class are Keith County Chamber of Commerce, Mid Plains
Community College and UNL Extension.

Cost of the eBusiness-Selling on the Internet class is $99.00 and registration is due by June 24th.
You can register online at http://cariregistration.unl.edu or by calling UNL Extension – Keith
County at (308) 284-6051.

Helping People Help the Land

Plan to attend a Regional Revitalization through Community Development workshop at the
Central City Community Room in Central City, Neb., on Wednesday, July 16. The workshop,
sponsored by the Nebraska Development Network - Central Region and South Central Economic
Development District, will feature information about the Nebraska Community Development
Assistance Act (CDAA), provide answers to common myths about ethanol production and
highlight several regional collaborative efforts in community development.
The workshop will begin with a meal at 5:30 p.m., followed by presentations from 6:00 - 9:00
p.m. Registration is $15/person which includes the evening meal, refreshments and all materials.
For more information or to pre-register, contact the South Central Economic Development
District at (308) 995-3190 or e-mail: sharonh@scedd.us.



UNL Food Entrepreneur Assistance Program

The UNL Food Processing Center is offering a one-day seminar for all individuals interested in
exploring the idea of starting a food manufacturing business. The “From Recipe to Reality”
seminar will be offered on August 8, 2008. Pre-registration is required, and space is limited.
Registration deadline is July 28. Contact Jill Gifford at (402) 472-2819 or jgifford1@unl.edu for
an information packet.

2008 Rural Philanthropy Conference
The 2008 Rural Philanthropy Conference is just around the corner. It is Sept. 10-12 in Nebraska
City, Neb. Come learn more about...
* Using the Intergenerational Transfer of Wealth as a Call-to-Action
* Rural Development Philanthropy
* HomeTown Competitiveness (HTC), Fundraising Catalysts & Strategic Grant Making
* Action Planning
* Public Policy
* Engaging Alumni and Ex-Patriots
* Communications and Marketing
* Donor Visitation and Strategies
Make plans to attend today!
Details and registration information will be available soon.
Contact Sheri Hink at 402-323-7347 or shink@nebcommfound.org for more information.
See highlights from the 2007 conference at www.nebcommfound.org/RPC/2007RPC.htm

Southeast Nebraska Region Network (SERN) reorganization and meetings

Northwest Quadrant Counties:

Butler
Polk

Seward
York



Southwest Quadrant Counties:

Fillmore
Gage

Jefferson
Saline
Thayer

Northeast Quadrant Counties:

Cass
Lancaster

Otoe
Saunders

Southeast Quadrant Counties:

Johnson
Nemaha
Pawnee

Richardson

The meeting dates for 2008 are:

Tuesday, April 22 – Northeast Quadrant Host Needed

Tuesday, July 29 – Southeast Quadrant Host Needed

Tuesday, Oct. 28 – Northwest Quadrant Host Needed

Meeting time: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Host is responsible for:

1. Securing a facility for the SERN meeting. This could be a restaurant or other facility
where lunch or food service is available.

2. The facility needs to seat up to 25 persons at tables and have some degree of privacy.
3. Communicating the details of the meeting to Devin Meisinger at dmeisinger@oppd.com,

so that he can e-mail notices to the SERN distribution list.
4. Inviting all local officials and volunteers deemed appropriate by host; the number

attending will need to be added to the potential 25 SERN members attending.
5. The host will facilitate the meeting.
6. If host desires, arrange for a local business or facility tour after the adjournment of the

meeting.
7. Arranging for lunch for the meeting. Separate checks or a standard price will be needed.



8. Handling all the RSVPs for the meeting.
9. Providing a 15-minute presentation on the community/county/region.

10. Sporadically, the SERN membership may ask for a speaker on a particular topic at the
next meeting. The host of the next meeting would be responsible for making
arrangements with the speaker.

11. No agenda or minutes of the gathering will be necessary.

If your organization would like to host one of these meetings when it is your quadrant’s turn to
host, please contact Mary Simmons by e-mail at mary.simmons@aquila.com or by phone at
(800) 232-1850. The hosts for the three remaining meetings in 2008 will be accommodated on a
first-come, first-serve basis.

Governor’s Conference on Rural Development will be held November 14 in Kearney
LINCOLN, NEB. (June 23, 2008)—Rich Karlgaard, publisher of Forbes business and financial
magazine, will deliver the keynote address at the inaugural Governor’s Conference on Rural
Development (combining the conferences of the Nebraska Community Improvement Program
and Partnership for Rural Nebraska Institute) at Kearney’s Holiday Inn on November 14. Rich
also is author of the book Life 2.0 How People Across America Are Transforming Their Lives
by Finding the Where of Their Happiness, which was an Amazon and Wall Street Journal
business best-seller.
Luncheon speaker Matt Deighton of Greensburg, Kan., will share information about how
volunteers and residents are rebuilding an “all green” community following the devastating EF5
tornado that destroyed 95 percent of homes and businesses on May 4, 2007. Deighton helped
recruit and coordinate volunteer brigades in the rebuilding efforts.
The conference, themed “Renewable Nebraska” will feature local tours, networking
opportunities, resource booths, and a variety of workshops, including:
Rejuvenating America’s Downtowns and Main Streets
Assessing Your Community’s Technological Capabilities
Innovation with Organics and Agri-Business
Development Districts: What Can They Do for You?
Alternative Energy and Conservation Techniques
Funders Roundtable and Utilizing Funders for Projects
Engaging Newcomers in the Community
Utilizing the Many Generations in Community Development
Leveraging Fundraising Through Foundations, Tax Credits, and Creative Fundraising Ideas
Public and Small Business Assistance in Dealing with Brownfields and Environmental Issues
Activating and Motivating Volunteers
The annual NCIP Awards Banquet will be held following the conference and networking
reception.
In every issue of Forbes, Karlgaard writes a column called Digital Rules that focuses on
technology, entrepreneurship, regional and economical development, and the future of business
and work. He frequently lectures on these same subjects and regularly appears on Fox News
Channel’s Forbes on Fox. In 2005, Karlgaard began writing a daily blog, which appears on the
homepage of Forbes.com.



Karlgaard started Forbes ASAP technology magazine in 1992 with Forbes CEO and Editor-in-
chief Steve Forbes and futurist and writer George Gilder.He also co-founded companies Garage
Technology Ventures in 1997 and Upside Magazine in 1988, and the 5,500-member civic
Churchill Club in 1985. For the latter, he co-shared Ernst & Young’s Northern California
"Entrepreneur of the Year" award. A graduate of Stanford University, Karlgaard lives with his
wife and two children in northern California.
For information, contact Lindsay Papenhausen at (402) 471-6587, or
lindsay.papenhausen@nebraska.gov.
________________________________________________________________

Financial Assistance

Gearing up for FY 2009 --USDA Rural Development Now Accepting Grants

Technical Assistance and Training Grants:
• Available to private non-profit organizations.
• Applicants must have proven ability, background, experience, legal authority, and actual

capacity to provide technical assistance and/or training on a regional basis to
associations.

• May be used to identify and evaluate solutions to water problems of associations in rural
areas relating to source, storage, treatment and distribution, and to identify and evaluate
solutions to waste problems of associations in rural areas relating to collection, treatment
and disposal; assist associations that have filed a preapplication with the Agency in
preparation of water and/or waste loan and/or grant applications; provide training to
association personnel that will improve the management, operation and maintenance of
water and waste disposal facilities and pay expenses associated with providing technical
assistance and/or training.

Solid Waste Management Grants:
• Available to private non-profit organizations and public bodies, including local

governmental-based jurisdictional organizations.
• Applicants must have proven ability, background, experience, legal authority, and actual

capacity to provide technical assistance and/or training on regional basis to associations.
• Objectives are to reduce or eliminate pollution of water resources and to improve

planning and management of solid waste sites in rural areas.
• May be used to evaluate current landfill conditions to determine threats to water

resources, provide technical assistance and/or training to enhance operator skills in
operation and maintenance of active landfills; provide technical assistance and/or
training to help communities reduce the solid waste stream and provide technical
assistance and/or training for operators of landfills which are closed or will be closed in
the near future with the development and implementation of closure plans, future land
use plans, safety and maintenance planning, and closure scheduling within permit
requirements.

Applications are accepted Oct. 1-Dec. 31, 2008 and may be hand-delivered to the State
Office by close of business December 31 or postmarked by midnight December 31 to be
considered submitted on time. Applications received after December 31 will NOT be
considered in that year's review and will be returned to applicant. Check
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/SWMG.htm for Solid Waste Management Grants and



http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/tatg.htm for Technical Assistance and Training Grants.
Contact: Denise Brosius-Meeks (402) 437-5559.

Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC)

Most of us have heard of Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC), but what exactly are they?
Hopefully, the following explanation will answer your questions and provide you with a basic
understanding of just what they are and how they can be used.

In 2007, 95% of the properties funded with a USDA Rural Development Section 538 Guaranteed
Rural Rental Housing Program (GRRHP) loan guarantee had tax credits. Because Section 538
guarantees are used frequently with LIHTC, it is important to understand how tax credits are
calculated.

Because each state’s Housing Finance Authority (in Nebraska, it is the Nebraska Investment
Finance Authority – NIFA) administers the LIHTC program differently, it is important to review
the Qualified Allocation Plan (QAPs) for Nebraska to see how applicants receive tax credits. Tax
credits come in two forms, 9% tax credits and 4% tax credits. In essence, the 9% tax credits
provide a much larger benefit than the 4% tax credits.

To be eligible for 9% tax credits, there cannot be any federal subsidyin the transaction. By
definition, any federal assistance that brings the loan below the Average Federal Rate (AFR) is a
federal subsidy. That is the reason the Section 538 program gives Interest Credit that does not
bring the loan below the AFR, so these properties qualify for 9% tax credits. Generally, 9%
credits are worth approximately 70% of the value of the deal, and 4% credits are worth
approximately 30% of the value of the deal. These values are then divided evenly over a 10-year
credit period. While the credits are taken over a 10 year period, the compliance period is 15
years. This means the property must stay affordable for 15 years despite the fact that the tax
credits are already fully utilized during the first 10 years.

The tax credit amount is determined by the amount of eligible basis within that property. The
larger the basis, the larger the amount of tax credits. Given a project’s cost structure, the larger
the amount included in the tax basis the more credits are available. Eligible basis is the total
amount of costs that can be used to calculate the tax credits. Eligible basis includes (1) the cost
of new construction, (2) the cost of rehabilitation, or (3) the acquisition cost of an existing
building. The cost of land is not included when determining adjusted basis.

The tax credit amount is the product of the proportion of low income rental units to the total
number of units and the eligible basis. Within a property only those units that are designated and
used as low income rental units are used to generate tax credits; therefore, any market rate units
or commercial space is not included in the calculation of tax credits.

Once the tax credit amount is determined, the developer sells those credits to investors who
purchase them for cash. This cash is used to do the majority of the renovations in the property.



The value of these tax credits has fluctuated over time from as high as 100% to as low as 75% or
80%.

For a more in-depth understanding of the way tax credits are calculated please refer to Title 26 §
42 of the IRS code.

Contact Linda Anders, (402) 437-5734.

Community Facility Programs

Community Facility Programs are available to public entities, non-profit corporations, and Indian
tribes. These organizations must be unable to fund projects from their own resources or through
commercial credit at reasonable rates and terms. Entities must be financially sound and have
legal authority to own and operate the facility and to borrow and repay loans. Financial
assistance is limited to rural communities with populations of 20,000 or less. Project examples:
fire & rescue stations/equipment, libraries, hospitals, nursing homes, day-care centers, streets,
utilities, etc.

GUARANTEED COMMUNITY FACILITY LOANS are originated and serviced by
commercial lenders. USDA provides a loan guarantee to the issuing bank offering risk
protection. Guarantees are available for 100 percent of project costs with no minimum equity or
down payment requirements. Rates and terms are negotiated, with fixed or variable interest rates
for a maximum of 40 years.

DIRECT COMMUNITY FACILITY LOANS are issued and originated by USDA Rural
Development. The maximum term is 40 years or for the useful life of the facility. Interest rates
are determined on the median household income of the project’s servicing area.

COMMUNITY FACILITY GRANTS are available at a maximum of 75 percent of the eligible
project costs not to exceed $100,000 per project. The applicant must be unable to meet the
funding needs through their own resources or loan assistance. The priority of funding will be for
small rural communities with very low incomes. Contact Denise Brosius-Meeks, (402)
437-5559.

June issue of “The Connection” available

The Rural Development Commission’s June issue of “The Connection” is available for viewing
at www.ruralnebraska.info. This issue focuses on BECA – sharing the first of many success
stories, a few grant statistics and information about the LB609 changes that will be incorporated
into the August 15, 2008 application cycle. In addition, the revised BECA application can be
found on the RDC’s Web site. For more information, e-mail Sandra Kaskie at
sandra.kaskie@nebraska.gov.

NEP Assistance Services

Do you need help completing and submitting forms (i.e., reporting requirements)?
Understanding new and updated regulations?



Securing financial assistance (i.e., waste and/or litter reduction, abandoned wells, State
Revolving Fund, etc.)?
Finding answers to miscellaneous questions that occur daily (i.e., open burning, demolition of
old buildings)?; or
Knowing whom to contact?

The Nebraska Environmental Partnerships Program can help. NEP will come to your community
and visit with your Board to discuss how NEP through the DEQ can help you. If you have
questions, or concerns, and would like NEP to visit your community, please contact Jackie
Stumpff. Each visit will be based on your community’s particular needs.

Jackie Stumpff, Coordinator
Nebraska Environmental Partnerships Program (NEP)
402/471-3193
1/877-253-2603 (toll free)
jackie.stumpff@ndeq.state.ne.us
For more information about this or any other NDEQ program, please contact
Jackie Stumpff.
www.deq.state.ne.us

CDAA Information

The Community Development Assistance Act (CDAA) empowers the Department of Economic
Development (DED) to distribute a 40 percent state tax credit to individuals, businesses,
corporations, insurance firms or financial institutions that make eligible contributions of cash,
services or materials to approved community betterment projects.
CDAA was created in 1985 by the Nebraska Legislature to encourage financial support for
community betterment organizations in their efforts to implement community service and
development projects in chronic economically distressed areas.

Applicants must be a village or county government, or a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization
designated by the Internal Revenue Service. The area to be served by the project must be
designated by DED as an area of chronic economic distress. Five types of projects can qualify
through the program, including: employment training, human and medical services, physical
facility and neighborhood development services, recreational and educational activities, and
crime prevention.

No more than $25,000 in state tax credits can be approved per project per year, with a total of
$350,000 in state tax credits to be allocated each fiscal year by DED. Funding can be received
for three years within a five year time period. This is a great way to leverage the funds that
people are willing to donate to community betterment. Only funds donated to the project after
applying to CDAA will be eligible for tax credits. Applications are accepted on a continual basis
and can be downloaded at www.neded.org.

http://www.deq.state.ne.us/


For more information, contact Lindsay Papenhausen, CDAA coordinator, at 800-426-6505 or
email: lindsay.papenhausen@nebraska.gov.

Grant application deadline August 15

Watch for upcoming information about the expanded uses for the Building Entrepreneurial
Communities Act incorporating LB609. Next grant application deadline is August 15, 2008.
New application information and forms will be available on www.ruralnebraska.info mid-June.
Contact Linda Fettig, Rural Development Commission, linda.fettig@nebraska.gov or (308)
380-4966 for more information.
Value-Added grants due October 3

The next grant application deadline for the Value-Added Agriculture and Agricultural Innovation
program is October 3, 2008. There will be changes in grant match requirements and guidelines.
Watch for new application information and forms on www.ruralnebraska.info by early July.
Contact Linda Fettig, Rural Development Commission, linda.fettig@nebraska.gov or (308)
380-4966 for more information.

Program offers reimbursement to companies for hiring interns

The Nebraska EPSCoR office is again pleased to subsidize another round of our cost-share
internship program. The Nebraska Engineering, Science and Technology Internship Program
(NESTIP) has been created to defray some of the costs of employing a talented student studying
at a Nebraska four-year college or university. The program will reimburse a Nebraska business
up to fifty percent of the cost of employing a college or university student studying in Nebraska.
Qualifying students are juniors, seniors, or graduate students majoring in science, technology or
engineering at one of Nebraska's four-year colleges or universities. Maximum reimbursement is
$5,000 per student per company during a six-month funding period. Application and
reimbursement processes are very simple and require a limited amount of paper work. A
NESTIP reimbursement request requires a completed student application and a completed
company application and a completed mentor form if the student is a graduate student. Funding
of requests is a competitive process. For application forms and a full listing of program
regulations, please visit the Nebraska EPSCoR web site at http://epscor.unl.edu/programs/ or call
us at (402) 472-8946.

Contacts: General information about EPSCoR and/or NESTIP: Dr. Fred Choobineh, P.E.
fchoobineh1@unlnotes.unl.edu

Information about applications: Ms. Nancy Simnitt epscor@unl.edu

Features

Nebraska Points North No-Till Bus Tour



No-till on the Plains, Inc., recently hosted a bus tour that provided farmers ways to increase
profitability, gain better agronomic understanding of soils and fertility, improve water quantity
and quality, and also increase efficiency with new rotations and sequencing of crops.

Partially funded through a grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust and in cooperation with
Nebraska Extension, No-till on the Plains offered the educational bus tour to see the “best of the
best” in continuous no-tillage. The tour provided attendees with a chance to candidly discuss
production practices and management challenges with people committed to long-term success
with no-till and to meet fellow no-tillers in various stages of no-till adoption.

The hands-on learning opportunity featured expert speakers as well as experienced continuous
no-tillers in the Plains region. Nebraska producer Mark Watson kicked things off with a
presentation at his farm near Alliance, Neb., where he showed and discussed his crops. Several
North Dakota and South Dakota stops were made that featured equipment, cropland, and grazing
practices as well as the Dakota Lakes Research Farm at Pierre, SD. Dr. Dwayne Beck, Dr. Ray
Ward of Ward Labs at Kearney, Neb., and Paul Jasa of UNL Extension accompanied the tour
and shared their knowledge of continuous no-till throughout the trip.

"The bus tour gives farmers an opportunity to learn about continuous no-till firsthand, to get their
hands dirty on the farm of a successful no-till practitioner," says Brian Lindley, Executive
Director of No-till on the Plains, Inc. "With this kind of format, participants can ask questions of
the experts and producers and get immediate, practical answers. The interaction on the bus is just
tremendous. Attendees of past tours have told us that these trips have changed their thinking,
their farming practices, and their lives."

No-till on the Plains is a regional organization that reaches over 3,000 farmers yearly. The
farmer-run group promotes practical and scientific application of continuous no-till farming. For
more information on the Points North No-till Bus Tour, contact No-till on the Plains, Inc. at
888-330-5142 or www.notill.org.

New site created to aid agriculture information

Ag1Stop has been designed to be a "One Stop" website to allow users to easily access
information and resources concerning agricultural regulatory program requirements,
implementing conservation programs and sustainable practices and agricultural policy updates
from National websites and from organizations located in all 50 states. Links to national and
state commodity trade associations and environmental groups have also been listed.
This reference website allows the user to access multiple Federal and State agencies and non-
governmental organizations for on-line information through the use of one Internet location
rather than navigating multiple agency websites.
The links contained within the navigation tabs of the website to the varied national, state and
association groups will be beneficial to all agricultural, environmental and legal interests.

http://www.ag1stop.com/

http://www.notill.org/
http://www.ag1stop.com/


Interstate & Internet Road Trip to exhibit Nebraska fare

A new special event will be held this summer in communities found along Interstate 80. The
Interstate and Internet Road Trip is the first of its kind—a state-wide trade show where
exhibitors can feature and sell their arts, agrotourism activities, crafts, handmade product,
homemade items, food and more at various physical locations called ‘Shop Stops’ on July 18, 19
and 20 and on http://www.country-adventures.com/ for an entire year.
Country-Adventures is coordinating this event and will be marketing the I & I Road Trip in
tourism publications, travel sections in major newspapers and other trade media outlets.
Currently Kimball, North Platte, Kearney and Aurora will be ‘Shop Stop’ communities.

Other communities are being sought to increase the exposure to Nebraska tourism. Chambers of
Commerce, Visitors Bureaus, community organizations, attraction and lodging providers and
others in the hospitality industry can become involved to increase exposure to their attractions,
restaurants, lodging facilities and community. Country-Adventures will be providing all
locations $1,000 plus incentive dollars upon securing 20 exhibitors.
Take advantage of these collaborative marketing efforts and the opportunity to bring tourism
dollars to your community by contacting Country-Adventures by e-mail at kelly@country-
adventures.com or by phone at (308) 338-1231. Also contact Country-Adventures if you would
like to exhibit and showcase your items and/or adventures at an Interstate and Internet Road Trip
Shop Stop location and on www.country-adventures.com.
________________________________________________________________

Community Successes

USDA Rural Development Announces New Area Directors in Kearney and Scottsbluff

Paul Bartlett and Brenda Darnell have recently joined the USDA Rural Development team as
Area Directors.

Bartlett, located in the Kearney USDA Service Center oversees the Ainsworth and Kearney
offices which encompasses the 28 counties of Adams, Blaine, Boyd, Brown, Buffalo, Cherry,
Custer, Dawson, Franklin, Furnas, Garfield, Gosper, Grant, Greeley, Hall, Harlan, Holt, Hooker,
Howard, Kearney, Keya Paha, Loup, Phelps, Rock, Sherman, Thomas, Webster and Wheeler.
Darnell in the Scottsbluff USDA Service Center oversees the North Platte and Scottsbluff offices
that encompasses the 23 counties of Arthur, Banner, Box Butte, Chase, Cheyenne, Dawes,
Deuel, Dundy, Frontier, Garden, Hayes, Hitchcock, Keith, Kimball, Lincoln, Logan, McPherson,
Morrill, Perkins, Red Willow, Scotts Bluff, Sheridan, and Sioux. All offices deliver guaranteed
loans, direct loans/grants and technical assistance in the areas of housing, community facilities,
business, utilities, and telecommunications.

The USDA Service Centers are located at 4009 6th Avenue, Suite 1 in Kearney and at 818
Ferdinand Plaza, Suite B in Scottsbluff. Contact Paul Barlett at (308) 237-3118 or email

http://www.country-adventures.com/
http://www.country-adventures.com/


paul.bartlett@ne.usda.gov. Contact Brenda Darnell at (308) 632-2195 or email
brenda.darnell@ne.usda.gov.

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality--Over $2.5 Million Awarded For Tire
Collection, Recycling Projects
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality Director Mike Linder recently announced that
the state is awarding $2,534,802 to support 91 tire recycling and cleanup projects across the
state. “Nebraskans pay a $1 fee for every new tire they purchase,” said Linder. “These grants put
that money into use locally to help manage scrap tires. We like to see the highest possible
beneficial use of these old tires, and these projects help us reach that goal.”
Nebraskans generate over one and a half million scrap tires each year, about one tire for every
person in the state. The grants awarded today will help to clean up approximately 659,000 scrap
tires through local collection events, will reimburse individuals and organizations for crumb
rubber and equipment purchases, and will help prevent public health and environmental
problems by eliminating tire piles, Linder said.
The grants are part of the Waste Reduction and Recycling Grants program, which is
administered by the Department of Environmental Quality. The grants support both the
collection of scrap tires and the purchase of new tire-derived products. 2008 grant recipients
include:
Alma Public School – awarded $23,268.38 to pay for 50 percent of the cost of a playground
surface made from the equivalent of 12,500 recycled passenger tires.
Papillion-LaVista Public Schools – awarded $105,000 to pay for 25 percent of the cost of an
artificial turf athletic field that will use approximately 300,000 lbs. of crumb rubber made from
the equivalent of 20,000 passenger tires.
Local scrap tire collection events – awarded $663,034.55 to conduct scrap tire collections.
Thirty-three political subdivisions will hold 37 scrap tire collection cleanups this year. Funds
have been made available to clean up 6,593 tons of scrap tires from individuals, farms, and
businesses. The tires will be converted into crumb rubber for playground surfaces, running
tracks, artificial turf surfaces and rubber-modified asphalt. They will also be processed into
shreds for daily cover at landfills, and for use in leachate collection systems and around septic
tank laterals. Other scrap tires will be hauled to scrap tire landfills outside of Nebraska.
Nebraska Department of Roads – awarded $955,382.65 to pay for the partial cost of using
rubber-modified asphalt at two locations: approximately eight miles of Highway 6 between
Dorchester and Milford, recycling the equivalent of 22,000 passenger tires; and 12 miles of
Highway 4 near Lewiston, recycling the equivalent of 35,000 passenger tires. These projects will
continue the Department of Roads evaluation of this type of asphalt in Nebraska’s roadways.
Below is a listing of the 2008 Waste Reduction and Recycling Tire Grants.

City Applicant Name Project Description Total

Adams Adams Central School Athletic running track surface $18,996.95



Adams Adams County Hwy. Dept. Collection event for 13 tons $1,447.00

Ainsworth City of Ainsworth, Brown County Collection event for 100 tons $12,539.00

Albion Lower Loup NRD Amnesty for 100 tons $10,664.00

Alliance Keep Alliance Beautiful Mulch/crumb rubber $13,458.36

Alma Alma Public School Playground crumb rubber $23,268.38

Arlington Arlington Public Schools Athletic running track $20,025.00

Ashland Ashland Greenwood Pub Schools-Ash Playground mats $9,508.00

Atkinson Atkinson, City of Collection event for 250 tons $26,789.00

Auburn Nemaha County Collection event for 100 tons $10,160.90

Aurora Aurora Public Schools Playground mats $9,322.50

Beatrice Gage County Collection event for 300 tons $30,994.00

Bellevue Bellevue, City of Collection event for 100 tons $9,700.00

Blair Washington County Collection event for 150 tons $14,830.00

Brady Brady Public School District Playground crumb rubber $5,214.00

Broken Bow Broken Bow Public Schools Athletic running track $20,619.69

Central City Merrick County Collection event for 100 tons $9,542.40

Chadron SWANN (Chadron) Collection event for 80 tons $9,527.00

Clarkson Lower Elkhorn NRD Collection event for 100 tons $10,598.00

Columbus Columbus, City of Collection event for 250 tons $24,750.00

Crete Crete Elementary School Playground mats $15,673.65

David City Butler County Landfill Skidsteer loader $17,364.36

DeWitt Tri-County Public Schools Playground mats $2,456.25

Emerald SID#6-Lancaster County Collection event for 700 tons $66,900.00



Fairbury Jefferson County Collection event for 150 tons $13,640.00

Fort Calhoun Ft. Calhoun Elementary Playground crumb rubber $1,500.00

Fremont Fremont Children's Academy Playground crumb rubber $5,452.50

Fremont Fremont Public Schools Playground crumb rubber $6,576.53

Fremont Platteville Elementary PTA Crumb rubber for playground $5,420.00

Fullerton Lower Loup NRD Collection event for 100 tons $10,752.00

Gering Panhandle Community Services Mats and crumb rubber $12,668.47

Gothenburg Gothenburg, City of Playground crumb rubber $5,750.00

Grand Island Grand Island Sr. High School Dist. 2 Artificial turf $104,712.50

Hartington Cedar County Collection event for 110 tons $12,116.00

Hartington Kidz Korner Crumb rubber for playground $877.00

Hastings Bruckman Rubber Co Crumb rubber for manufacturing $1,894.04

Hastings Bruckman Rubber Co WeedSeal marketing/personnel $83,109.32

Hastings Hastings Public Schools Playground crumb rubber $10,353.44

Hastings Hastings Public Schools Playground mats $476.25

Holdrege Holdrege, City of Collection event for 520 tons $50,272.00

Hubbard Dakota County Rd Dept Collection event for 100 tons $9,854.00

Hubbard Hubbard Betterment Committee Playground crumb rubber $9,406.85

Imperial Imperial, City of Tables/benches-Champlin $1,045.75

Jackson LP Gill, Inc. Conveyor for tire shredder $9,750.00

Kenesaw Kenesaw Public School Athletic track surface $16,575.00

Lewiston Nebr. Dept. of Roads Rubber modified asphalt $567,134.72

Lexington Lexington, City of Collection event for 125 tons $12,933.75



City Applicant Name Project Description Total

Lincoln Bayer, Russell Playground crumb rubber $1,484.91

Lincoln Lincoln Parks & Recreation Dept. Playground mats $12,459.62

Lincoln Redeemer Lutheran Preschool Playground mats $4,418.37

Lincoln Tiny Town Development Center Mats, crumb rubber $2,076.00

Lincoln Zac's Place Child Care Center Crumb rubber for playground $3,134.04

McCook McCook, City of (7 counties) Collection event for 500 tons $45,950.00

Milford Nebr. Dept. of Roads Rubber modified asphalt $388,247.93

Mullen Mullen, Village of Collection event for 35 tons $4,330.00

Mynard/
Elwood

Cass Co Dept Roads Collection event for 250 tons $26,086.00

Norfolk Northeast Community College Playground mat installation $575.00

Ogallala Keith County Collection event for 150 tons $14,647.50

Omaha Atonement Child Care Center Playground crumb rubber $4,000.00

Omaha Mary Our Queen Playground crumb rubber $12,166.00

Omaha Millard Star Soccer Assn Crumb rubber for artificial turf $1,750.00

Omaha Morning Star Preschool Lutheran Playground crumb rubber $7,320.00

Omaha Omaha, City of (Environmental Quality Div) Collection event for 125 tons $10,577.50

Omaha Toro Soccer Club-College of St Mary Artificial turf - 3 fields $181,626.75

Omaha Univ of Nebr-UNO-Brd of Regents Field Turf $43,750.00

Omaha Westside Comm Schools Crumb rubber turf installation $325.00

O'Neill O'Neill Public School Mats at track complex $1,037.81

O'Neill O'Neill Public School Crumb rubber for long jump pits $148.50



Ord Lower Loup NRD Collection event for 250 tons $24,965.50

Palmer Palmer Public School Playground crumb rubber $3,000.00

Papillion Apple Tree Orchard Preschool Pour-in-place playground $6,817.51

Papillion Papillion-LaVista Pub School Field Turf $105,000.00

Pawnee City Pawnee City Public Schools Crumb rubber for playground $2,510.00

Pawnee City Pawnee City Public Schools Crumb rubber for playground $2,730.00

Pierce Pierce County Collection event for 65 tons $7,350.00

Pilger Lower Elkhorn NRD Collection event for 100 tons $10,598.00

Platte Center Lower Platte North NRD Collection event for 150 tons $15,698.00

Plattsmouth Plattsmouth Community School Artificial turf $82,875.00

Ponca Dixon County Collection event for 100 tons $9,996.00

Seward Botelho, Shari Playground crumb rubber $275.00

Sidney Sidney, City of Collection event for 200 tons $26,186.00

Silver Creek Silver Creek, Village of Playground mats $3,960.25

Sterling Sterling, Village of Collection event for 10 tons $995.00

Tecumseh Johnson County Collection event for 100 tons $10,178.00

Valley Valley, City of Collection event for 35 tons $5,020.00

Wayne Educational Service Unit #1 Playground crumb rubber $1,470.00

Wayne Wayne County Collection event for 150 tons $14,820.00

West Point Lower Elkhorn NRD Collection event for 450 tons $44,188.00

Wilber Saline County Collection event for 250 tons $22,580.00

York York, City of Collection event for 225 tons $20,860.00



If you have questions, or would like to receive more information about this or any other DEQ
program, call Jackie Stumpff, NDEQ – Nebraska Environmental Partnerships (NEP)
Coordinator, at (402) 471-3193, (toll free: 1 (877) 253-2603), or send an email to
Jackie.Stumpff@ndeq.state.ne.us


